CODE OF CONDUCT

The Middle School Code of Conduct is enclosed in this planner.  Please note the District Code of Conduct will be sent home for parental/custodial review.  Students and parents must sign the acknowledgement page of the Middle School Code of Conduct and return it to their homeroom teacher.
ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY
(CELL PHONES, ETC.)

The policy for cell phones, mp3 players and other electronic devices is as follows:

Electronic devices are allowed to be used in school before homeroom. Once homeroom has begun, they must be turned off and remain in the student’s locker until dismissal.

If a student is caught using an electronic device during the school day, they will be confiscated and brought to the office until dismissal. At that time, the student receives a warning.
If the student is caught a second time, a parent or guardian must come in to retrieve the item.

After a third offense, the item will no longer be allowed in school.
HAMBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL

STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
With every right comes a responsibility…




RIGHTS
                      RESPONSIBILITIES


1. To attend school and be granted the opportunity to receive a good education

2. To be made aware of the school rules and policies, and to always be treated in a manner consistent with these policies in all disciplinary matters

3. To have the opportunity to present your version of the facts and circumstances in all disciplinary matters

4. To take part in all school activities on an equal basis regardless of race, sex, religion, national origin, or disability

5. To be safe in the school environment

6. To not be intimidated or harassed by others

7. To dress according to personal taste

To attend school regularly and on time, perform assignments, and strive to do the highest quality work possible

To be familiar with the Hamburg Middle School Code of Conduct, obey the rules it contains, and conduct yourself in a manner not distracting to others

To be truthful and respectful when responding to authority

To work to the best of your ability in all academic and extracurricular activities, as well as being fair and supportive of others

To behave in a manner that will not jeopardize the safety and well being of yourself or others

To respect one another, and treat others in the manner that you would want to be treated

To dress in a manner not distracting to others, and in accordance with school policy
DISCIPLINE CODE FOR STUDENT BEHAVIOR

HAMBURG MIDDLE SCHOOL

Introduction


The Hamburg Central School District Board of Education has adopted specific policies regarding student conduct, and the administration has established regulations and procedures, which may directly impact upon disciplinary issues.


This Student Code of Conduct will be reviewed on a regular basis to determine its consistency with other policies and laws. It is the intent of this written code to serve as a guideline for the disciplinary issues which normally arise at the middle school.

Philosophy


It is the goal and belief of the Board of Education, administration, teachers, staff, parents, and students to create, promote, and maintain an atmosphere that is conducive to developing self-discipline and learning in the Hamburg Middle School. Although self-discipline is not a subject in the academic sense, it is the foundation of the entire educational structure.


We believe that to achieve this goal, total student commitment, staff support, and parental involvement are necessary. Together, these become the key elements in the processes designed to:


(
Promote good citizenship in the school and community


(
Promote a safe and healthy environment


(
Promote respect for authority and school rules


(
Promote respect for school property and the property of others


(
Promote self-respect by being committed to his/her studies and personal growth while profiting from the educational experiences afforded him/her.
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LEVELS OF INFRACTIONS
It is impossible to list every single infraction, or specific instance which may occur. Also the circumstances, frequency, or intent of misbehavior may result in the infraction being moved from one level of discipline to another.

LEVEL I:  Misbehaviors at this level generally represent minor infractions. These usually do not represent a serious threat to the overall safety and security of the school building, or create a major disruption to the educational process.


Infractions:
· unauthorized possession/use of cell phones, mp3 players and other electronic devices during school hours (this includes texting and phone communication)
· littering

· being unprepared for class

· failure to complete assignments, or carry out teacher directions

· rude or disrespectful behavior

· abuse of hall or lavatory privileges

· careless or unauthorized use of school property/facilities

· possession of disruptive non-school items

· loitering (lingering aimlessly in the halls)
· use of profanity/obscenity/foul language/swearing (written or spoken)

· unreasonable noise

· running in hallways/toward busses

· excessive lateness to class

· cafeteria misbehavior

· bus misconduct (poor behavior)
· public displays of affection (holding hands, kissing, hugging, etc.)
· violation of student dress code


Disciplinary Options:
· warning

· letters of apology

· detention

· extended detention

· parental notification

· loss of privileges

· work detail

· confiscation of property
· payment of damages

· suspension (ISS/OSS)
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LEVELS OF INFRACTIONS  (Continued)
LEVEL II:  Misbehaviors of this type are those whose frequency and seriousness tend to seriously affect the student’s own education, as well as to disrupt the overall learning climate of the school. Actions at this level may represent a threat to the safety and security of the school.


Infractions:
· repeated Level I actions

· truancy (skipping school)

· skipping office and/or teacher detention

· harassment/bullying/cyberbullying/intimidation

· use of profanity/obscenity/foul language/swearing (written or spoken)
· willful disruption of normal school operations

· gambling
· plagiarism (copying someone’s published work)
· excessive lateness to school (automatic detention)
· leaving classroom/school without permission

· disruption of class activities

· forgery

· cafeteria misbehavior

· bus misconduct (poor behavior)

· insubordination/acts of defiance (ie, going against what you are told)
· cheating

· vandalism


Disciplinary Options:
· continuation of more stringent Level I Options

· loss of participation privileges

· loss of bus privileges

· temporary removal from class/activities

· in-school suspension

· alternative school suspension

· out-of-school suspension

· parental shadowing
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LEVELS OF INFRACTIONS  (Continued)
LEVEL III:  Actions at this level are more serious because their consequences may have a more permanent effect. Infractions at this level may pose a serious threat to the health, safety, or welfare of others in the school.


Infractions:
· repeated Level II actions

· excessive truancy (skipping school)
· stealing or possession of stolen property

· fighting

· blackmail (forcing an action through intimidation)
· pulling the fire alarm or making a bomb threat
· starting a fire

· possession/use/sale of fireworks

· possession/use/sale of illegal substances such as drugs or alcohol
· possession/use/sale of tobacco/tobacco products (ex: smoking)
· misuse/sale of prescription medication

· possession/use/sale of weapons/ammunition (including fake weapons)
· threat/use of force against faculty or staff

· vandalism

· sexual harassment / inappropriate cell phone or camera use of a sexual nature (“sexting”)

Disciplinary Options:
· continuation of more stringent Level II options

· in school suspension

· alternative school suspension

· out of school suspension

· notification/prosecution by local police

· Superintendent’s hearing

· payment of damages

· permanent placement at an alternative school
















